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	Newport Community Golf Development linked to the Ryder Cup
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GOLF DEVELOPMENT
WALES’





The Aim:


To engage children from 14 communities, low on the social deprivation index, across Newport with a programme of fun golf activities. 


The activities, culminating in a mini Ryder Cup event, aimed to sell the game of golf and the Ryder Cup to the next generation of golfers who had not previously had the opportunity or the provision to try and play golf before.











The Scheme: 


Junior Golf Passport


6-8 children from 14 communities across Newport took part in regular weekly coaching utilising the Junior Golf Passport scheme. 


Over 70 children, who achieved level 2 or above of the passport, were invited to attend a fun summer golf festival.


The golf festival was geared towards the children completing level 3 of the golf passport. Including putting, short game, long game and a playing (9 hole) challenge. 


Through regular coaching and the fun festival the children were at a level where they could now play the 9 hole academy course at Caerleon Golf Club. 


Each community has taken up a community membership at the club that allows unlimited use of the academy course for the beginner young people.


Newport Mini Ryder Cup


70 children were split into two teams (USA + Europe) and competed in a 9 hole match play competition


The event aimed to sell the game of golf and the Ryder Cup to children across the city who had not previously had the opportunity had the opportunity to try golf


Celtic Manor goodie bags were provided to all children as well as the opportunity to play on the academy course at any time with their community officer – under the community membership scheme.





Feedback:


“The day was a fantastic success, thoroughly enjoyed by all including the Mayor. Hopefully participation at this event will increase the number of children learning and playing golf and perhaps may inspire a star of the future.” explained organiser Luis Evans, from Maesglas Community Network.


Steve Truman PGA Professional said “It was great for me to see golf being offered to children from inner city areas that if it wasn’t for schemes like this they may never have the chance to try golf”.


Ryder Cup Wales Legacy Facility Officer, Ellen Jones added, “The £2 million legacy investment from the Ryder Cup Legacy Fund will ensure that events like this can be held not only at Caerleon Golf Club, but at facilities across Wales. 


“Getting the youngsters in the mood for the Ryder Cup is fantastic and thanks to the Ryder Cup Legacy Fund, events like this can continue for future generations to enjoy.”

















