Postponement of the Vetting and Barring Scheme

The Safeguarding Vulnerable Groups Act 2006 was introduced as a result of the Bichard Report into the Soham murders and a number of other developments in the area of safeguarding, to help ensure that people working with children, whether paid to do so or not, are appropriate to be in such a position and that children are not placed at risk. It was due to take effect in October 2009, but a recent statement from the Home Office has confirmed that the implementation of the Vetting and Barring Scheme that the Act introduced via the Independent Safeguarding Authority has been postponed until July 2010.

The Act affects the way in which golf clubs and other organisations recruit volunteers and staff to work with children, and will require that clubs have good vetting procedures in place. However, guidance on the requirements of the Act, as it applies to the sport sector, will not be published until July 2009. Until the guidance is available and Children in Golf has been able to interpret this for our sport, it is suggested that golf clubs, county unions and county associations continue to consult the Guidelines for Safeguarding Children in Golf (available at www.childreningolf.org) to develop and implement sensible and proportionate procedures within their organisation to ensure that those volunteers and staff that are working with children are suitable to do so. The Vetting and Barring Scheme will not replace the current practice of obtaining CRB Disclosures, but will supplement it, so following the current advice within the Guidelines will not adversely affect implementation of the new Scheme.

Children in Golf will publish guidance on the Independent Safeguarding Authority, the Vetting and Barring Scheme and the Safeguarding Vulnerable Groups Act following publication of the government guidance for the sports sector in July 2009.

